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European façade of the year - the idea
Façades are the 'faces' of our houses. Their forms, textures, materials and colours give them a distinctive character. At the same time, façades provide protection and should be durable, easy to clean and thermally insulating.
There are countless creative ways to design unique and striking façades at a reasonable cost with a little imagination and craftsmanship. Smooth surfaces, lots of glass and occasionally a few colour accents - these are the key design elements used in contemporary architecture.  However, there are many more options available: customised surfaces and plaster textures from fine to coarse, combined with a range of plastering techniques, create unique touches. 
The artistic potential in these areas is not adequately exploited in contemporary architecture. Looking at buildings up to the mid-20th century, it is clear that design was more imaginative at that time.  The façade was the face of the house and reflected the personality of the owner.

"It is this creative potential, as well as craftsmanship, that we are aiming to revive with Life Challenge 66. This international competition puts façades which express the creative strength of plaster, texture and colour on buildings in the spotlight and, for the first time, rewards this,“ explains Life Challenge 66 initiator Robert Schmid, Managing Director of Baumit Beteiligungen GmbH. 
Why Life Challenge "66"?
Two thirds - or 66 % - of the façade area of a house offers design opportunities for a range of products. It is this 66 % that requires imaginative thinking. The aim of Baumit Life Challenge 66 is to demonstrate the huge amount of valuable and creative potential that exists in plaster, textures, colours and combinations of different materials. 
First Europe-wide competition
In the more than 30 European countries where Baumit currently has a presence, it has long been deliberated how expertise in the area of façade design can be revived and made accessible to a wider public. In the Czech Republic and Poland, prizes have been awarded to top-design façades for several years. This year for the first time, with Baumit Life Challenge 66, the idea of the "façade of the year" was extended into a European-wide competition. 

237 buildings from 21 countries – 30 finalists
By the end of February 2014, a total of 237 buildings from 21 Baumit countries had been submitted in the five competition categories - single family residential dwelling, multi-family residential dwelling, non-residential building, thermal refurbishment and historical renovation. The architects nominated by the national organisations determined the finalists for the Life Challenge Award via online voting using a points system. At the 1st International Life Challenge Award, the 13 Baumit countries will thus be represented by 30 buildings. A description and photos of the individual buildings can be found at http://challenge.baumit.com/project-list/.
The winners of Life Challenge 66 will be presented with their awards on 12 June 2014 at a gala evening at the Austrian Museum of Applied Arts in Vienna. Details and the winning photos will be available from 13 June 2014 at http://challenge.baumit.com/presse.

Each Baumit country is competing as a team 
Each Baumit country is competing as a team (developer/investor, architect, Baumit Sales team) in Life Challenge 66. A jury of renowned architects carried out the selection of the 30 finalists via online voting. 
Life Challenge 66 - the jury
15 architects from 15 European countries were selected by the Baumit country organisations and nominated to be part of the international jury with the task of evaluating the façades (see appendix or http://challenge.baumit.com/jury-members ). At the final jury meeting on 12 June in Vienna, they will decide on the winners of Life Challenge 66. The architects were also chosen from the fields of glass, steel, concrete and wood. The decisive factor is that they should understand the opportunities and potential in the design of plastered façade systems and apply their creativity to the process. 

About Baumit
Baumit stands for innovative ideas, high-quality products, safety and confidence in the building industry. Baumit offers a comprehensive and innovative range of products, ranging from façades, plasters, screeds and products for garden and outdoor surface design, to health-promoting wall coverings for interior use. 
Baumit International 
Baumit now operates internationally in 31 countries in Central and Eastern Europe and China and is represented by its own companies in 26 countries. Baumit International generated sales of 870 million euros (+4%) in 2013. The number of employees remained constant in 2013 at around 2,800.
Baumit – promising new ideas
Innovation is the key to growth. Baumit has set itself the goal of becoming one of the top players in Europe in this area. A wide range of innovative products and revolutionary developments from Austria have taken the world by storm in recent years and Baumit always has an edge over the competition.
The building materials manufacturers behind Baumit
Two manufacturers of building materials have been behind Baumit for 26 years, both of which are entirely family-owned: Schmid Industrie Holding and the Wietersdorfer Group.
For more information about the world of Baumit, please go to: baumit.com
Appendix
Members of the 15-member Life Challenge 66 Jury
Enrique Alvarez-Sala Walther 
Rubio & Alvarez-Sala, Madrid/Spain
Tina Arndt 
Architektick, Zurich/Switzerland

Andrea Bacová 
Faculty of Architecture STU in Bratislava
Hasan Ćemalović 
Ćema doo, Sarajevo/Bosnia 
Petr Dvorak 
Member of Academic Council of Faculty of Architecture, Prague/Czech Republic
Kerem Erginoğlu 


Erginoğlu & Çalıșlar Mimarlık, Istanbul/Turkey

Fedoristov Alexei Fedorovich 
Design company Alexei Fedoristov Vitebsk, Belarus
Michele Gortan 
Studio Gortan, Italy
Tihomir Kazakov 
Stephen George International, Sofia/Bulgaria

Robert Konieczny 
KWK Promes, Poland

Andreas Krainer 
Architekt Krainer ZT GmbH, Klagenfurt/Austria 

Armin D. Rogall 
Dortmund University of Applied Sciences/Germany

Balázs Szoják 
Szoják and Partner Ltd, Budapest/Hungary
Radu Teaca 
Artline srl, Bucharest/Romania
Alexis Vikelas 
I. & A. Vikelas & Associate Architects, Athens/Greece 


